




By Lawrence Meyer 
and Joel D. WeismanJj 

WMhtnrtoa Post Stuff Writers 

CHICAGO, June 20— Sam Giancana, 
the powerful head of Chicago’s crime 
syndicate who was recently linked to 
an alleged Central Intelligence Agency 
plot to kill Fidel Castro, was shot to 
death Thursday night in the basement 
kitchen of his suburban Chicago home. 

Giancana, 65, was about to be con- 
tacted by the Senate committee on in- 
telligence operations as part of its in- 
vestigation of CIA pomplicity in assas- 
sination plots, according to chief com- 
mittee counsel F.A.O. (Fritz) Schwartz 
Jr. 

Asked about Giancana's murder, 
CIA director William E. Colby said, 
14 We had nothing to do with it” 

Giancana was shot seven times with 
a .22-caliber pistol — once in the back of 
the head, once in the cormer of his 
mouth and five times below his chin — 
according to deputy Cook County co- 
roner Kyran Phelan. Police said Gian- 
cana apparently knew his killer, and 
law enforcement officials offered con- 
flicting theories to explain the murder. 

He was found in a pool of blood af- 
ter 11 p.m. by his 82-year-old caretaker, 



Joseph DiPersio, who lived in the ltt- 
story bungalow with Giancana. Police 
found a late-night snack of sausages 
and spinach cooking on the stove in 
the kitchen. 

DiPersio said he had been upstairs 
in his room with his wife, Ann, and 
had heard no shots. Before retiring for 
the night, the caretaker called to Gian- 
cana to see if he wanted anything. 
When he failed to respond, DiPersio 
said, he went to the basement and 
found the body. 

Giancana lived in a tightly secured 
house in Oak Park, a western suburb 
of Chicago. Oak Park Police Chief Wil- 
bur Reichert said the murder “seems 
like a professional hit, but the small 
caliber of the gun bothers us." Gang- 
land slayings are customarily done 
with larger caliber weapons. The mur- 
der weapon was not recovered, but 
Reichert said seven .22-caliber shell 
casings were found on the floor. 

Peter F. Vaira, head of the federal 
strike force in Chicago, said that the 
murder “may well have been a per- 
sonal grudge thing." The strike force 
has been carefully monitoring Gianca- 
na’s activities. 

See GIANCANA, A4, Col. 1 
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